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Howdy folks, not a great deal to report since the last newsletter. The renovations are proceeding as fast as time and money allow, the back wall has been completed, reboarded, insulated and repainted. Application is in train for the funds for the remainder of the walls, fingers crossed! We already are finding funding tighter due to the recession so progress has been slower than we would like. 

On a happier note we had an extremely successful Heritage Walk with John Orchard for the 150th Anniversary of Marlborough Province. A brief resume follows, with some “then & now” pics on the back. 
Once again thanks again for your continuing support of the fleamarket which has been doing a roaring trade this summer. 

                                     *****************************************************

Havelock Heritage Trail.    

Sept 6 2009, Fathers Day, dawned fine and warm and 100+ people turned up promptly at 2pm for the event. We met John Orchard at the Rutherford/Pickering Memorial in Main St, where John outlined the past history of the settlement of the area and goldfields. Punctuated with the appropriate photographs and sketches he talked us through Captain Cook, Henry Havelock, Maungatapu murders and various Maori pà sites in the Pelorus. 

From there the crocodile trailed up to the corner of Lawrence St for the history of the schools, past and present, the adjacent churches, and the building which had been previously a morgue! 

Turning north we proceeded down the hill to the old Post Office and Town Hall, Post Office Hotel, shops long gone, and Brownlees Store complete with loading bar, comparing photos 100yrs old with the present. Members of the public chipped in with morsels of information which John eagerly added to the seemingly endless supply he was sharing with us. 

About ½ way through the time allotted (2hrs), it became obvious that Havelock’s entire and interesting history just wasn’t going to fit so the balance of the tour became somewhat truncated. The extended visit to the small but interesting Museum was cut short, (the museum is open 7 days for viewing), limited to a brief chat outside with indication of  John’s ancestral namesake on the foundation stone of the (previously) Methodist Church, and the old Nursing Home was missed altogether. 

Turning into Cook St the Brownlee homestead warranted a brief stop, then on to the marina where a quick sprint across the reclaimed mudflats of 100yrs ago, now the local footy field and Domain, brought us to the newly re-erected and refurbished Memorial Arch near the Pavilion Building. A short stroll from there to where we had begun brought this extremely interesting and worthwhile activity to a close. I think that everybody who stayed the course must have learned at least one or two tidbits of history they hadn’t previously known. 

I thoroughly recommend that this event be added to the annual or bi-annual calendar with possibly some variation each time to include other sites of interest in or around the village of Havelock. Grateful thanks to John Orchard, who had armed himself with no less than 4 folders of A3 photographic copies of history. 

                                  ********************************************************

COMMITTEE MEMBERS at a glance;   Phillip Steel, Rita Jacobson, Graeme Barsanti, Val Francis, 

Linden Armstrong, Joan Huddleston, & Brenda Oldfield.
 Havelock Museum Society is a registered charitable organisation, so all donations of $5.00 or more are tax deductible.
                     New regular supporters are always welcome, the AGM is held in July when our $10 subs are due. 
